A SHORTER HISTORY OF ENGLAND
The marriage went to pieces at once. Seven months after
it, Mary being already with child, her secretary, Rizzio, upon
whom she had come to depend for help in government, was
murdered before her eyes (on March 9, 1566). The quarrel
between Mary and Darnley, which the Queen now had patched
up as best she could, had led to yet another confused rebellion,
which was suppressed, when on June 19, 1566, Mary gave
birth in the castle of Edinburgh to a son who was later to be
James I of England.
The rebellion broke out again, a confused welter of interests,
every conspirator playing in reality for his own hand. Early
in the next year, 1567, the most treacherous of them all, Mait-
land, the Secretary (one of the great nobles in the Protestant
interest), Bothwell, and Morton, who had been the leader in
the murder of Rizzio, conspired to murder Darnley in his
turn. It is possible that their design was known to Mary, but
this has never been proved. On February 9, 1567, Darnley
was recovering from an illness in a smaller house near Holyrood
Palace, outside Edinburgh; Mary had visited him, returned to
a dance in the Palace of Holyrood and slept there that night
In the small hours of the next day, Monday, February 10, the
house where Darnley lay was blown up, and his body was
found at some distance from it, dead, but unhurt by the ex-
plosion. Hatred for the Catholic Queen was growing fierce
among the Calvinist masses of the capital; placards appeared
accusing Bothwell of the murder, with Mary as his accomplice.
Elizabeth, who desired to help Mary, sent her a letter em-
phasizing the importance of trying and convicting the murderers.
This letter was given to Maitland, the Secretary, to deliver to
the Queen of Scots, and he treacherously suppressed it. On
April 12 he and Morton with a large armed force presented
themselves at BothwelTs trial, and saw to it that there should
be a verdict of acquittal by default, and the scandal of the
acquittal was, quite falsely, laid to Mary's door.
The object of the conspirators was now plain; Darnley had
opposed the alienation of the Crown lands which the rebel
nobles had seized, and proposed to restore those lands to the
Crown. Now that they were in power they hurriedly summoned
a Parliament which confirmed them in the possession of their
plunder. As Mary was riding back to Edinburgh a week later
from Stirling, where she had put her child for safety, Bothwell